
CHAPTERXX 

Do Not Make Personal References in Court 

Somctimc>s counsels make personal references in Court and in their 
�C'nl often remind the Court that they have been practising at the Bar 
f <>.r 20 or 30 years and t�ercfore they can put forward the Jaw point 
with co�frdcncc. Sometime� they stake their professional reputation as 
well. 1 he rouns('l must nvo1<l such personal references. Even if he is 
a('q1rnint<'d wi�h the real fa�ts o_f the case and has personal knowledge
he should not import them m lus address to the Court or Jury. 

Illustrations 
(i) The Judge decided that certain evidence was inadmissible.

'fhc attorney took strong exception to the ruling and insisted that it 
was admissible. 

"I know, your honour," said he warmly, "that i.t is proper evidence. 
Here I hnve been practising at the Bar for 40 years, and now I want 
to know if I am a fool ?" 

"Thnt," quietly replied the Court, "is a question of fact, and not 
of law, so I won't pass any opinion upon it, but will let the Jury 
dccide.u G!> P. L. R. 1908, 18 M. L. J. 363. 

(ii) "One day when Judge Gray was trying a cnsc he was much
annoyed hy a man in the back of the room who kept moving about, 
shifting chairs and poking into corners. Finally the Judge stopped the 
hearing and said, "Young man. you are disturbing the Court by the 
noise you arc making. \iVhnt excuse have you to offer for your 
conduct?" 

"\Vhy, Juclgc," s:1icl the young man, "I've lost my overcoat/' 
"That is no excuse," retorted the Judge.,, People often lose whole suits 
in here without making half the disturbance." 28 M. L. J. p. 94. 

(iii) On circuit at Jcdburgh, a counsel rather given to grandilo
quence. had cmp_hasisc� a point by telling the Jury he pledged his J�ro
fessional reputation on 1t. At the next town he was loudly repeating 
the same plcd"e when Lord Justice Clerk Inglis said orally, "f am nfraid, 
Mr.-the articie you mention is already in pawn at Jedburgh." 31 M. 
L. J. p. 108.

(fo) At a trial in an American Court one of the witnesses, an old 
Indy of some eighty years, was closely questioned by the opposing coun
sel relative to the clearness of her eye-sight. 

Q. "Can you see me," said he.
A. "Yes."
Q. "How well can you see me ?"
A. "Well enough." responded the lady, "to see that you are

not a gentleman." 
(v) A farmer, though severely cross-examined on the matter� 

remained very positive as to the identity of some ducks which he 
alleged ha<l been stolen from him. 
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"How can you be so certain ?" asked the counsel for the prisoner. 
"I have some ducks of the same kind." 

.. Very likely,» was the cool answer of the farn•er ; "those arc not 
the only ducks I've had stolen." 

In this case, it was not necessary nor proper for the cowlscl to 
make any personal reference to his having some ducks of the same kind. 
But that is no excuse for the witness's answer. Green Bag cited in 
P. L. R. (1908) Jour., p. 72.

A counsel who thought probably rightly, that he was not making 
much of an opposing witness, sat down with the remark, "\\Tell, well, 
I see you're a clever feUow." It would certainly have been better if 
the lawyer had not made any such remark. It was not necessary at all. 
But the making of such a remark was no excuse for the witness rcplyha,,, 
as he did.-"l should have like<l, Sir, to return the compliment but yo�u 
see, I'm on my oath." See 1 Cr. L. J. 206. 


