
MR. MCHANEY: May it please the Tribunal, I will ask that the witness Wolfgang Lutz be called to 
the stand.

WOLFGANG LUTZ, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows:

THE PRESIDENT: Judge Sebring will administer the oath to the witness.

BY JUDGE SEBRING:

Q. Hold up your right hand and repeat the oath after me.

I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure truth and will withhold and
add nothing.

(The witness repeated the oath)

THE PRESIDENT: You may sit down.

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. McHANEY:

Q. Your name is Wolfgang Lutz?

A. Yes

Q. You are a German national?

A. Yes

Q. You are now a prisoner of war held at Camp Marcus/W. Orr near Salzburg? 266
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A. Yes.

Q. When and where were you born?

A. In Linz on the Danau on the 27th of May 1913.

Q. Have you studied medicine?

A. Yes

Q. Where and when?

A. 1913 to '37 in Vienna and Innsbruck.

Q. What branch of medicine have you specialized in?

A. Internal medicine.

Q. Were you a member of the Luftwaffe during the war?

A. Yes.



Q. When did you join?

A. On the 8th of May 1939.

Q. What rank did you attain during the war?

A. At the end I was Stabsarzt.

Q. That is a captain in the United States Army?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you stationed in Munich during the war?

A. Yes

Q. Do you know of a Luftwaffe installation called Bodenstaendige Pruefstelle fuer 
Hoehenforschung der Luftwaffe in Munich?

A. Institute for aviation medicine, yes.

Q. What was that installation, what did it do?

A. To carry out scientific work in the field of aviation medicine.

Q. Do you know George August Weltz?

A. Yes.

Q. What was his relationship to that institute?

A. He was the head of the institute.

Q. Did the name of this institute of which Weltz was the commanding officer later change?

A. The institute resulted from an office for investigating high altitude effects.

To that extent the name was changed.

Q. To what was it changed?

A. The name first was Research Office for Air Fleet 3 and afterwards Institute for Aviation 
Medicine, Munich.

Q. And you say that Weltz was the commanding officer of that institute?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you attached to Weltz's institute during the war?

A. Yes.



Q. When and for how long?

A. I came to Weltz in February 1940 and remained there until the end of the war.

Q. Did you do any high altitude research there?

A. Yes.

Q. With whom did you work in this high altitude research?

A. Primarily alone.

Q. Did you ever work with a scientist at the Weltz institute by the name of Wendt?

A. Yes. I wrote a scientific treatise with him, together with him.

Q. Were you considered to be something of an expert in high altitude research?

A. Yes, I understand the question. I believe so, yes.

A. And is the same true of Wendt who collaborated with you on this paper?

A. Not in that form I believe.

A. Do you know Doctor Rascher, witness?

A. Yes.

Q. When and where did you first meet him?

A. At the institute. I believe in the second half of 1941.

Q. And it was the institute of Weltz that you refer to?

A. Yes.

Q. Did Weltz ever offer you the opportunity to do high altitude rescar on human beings in the 
Dachau concentration camp?

A. Yes, Weltz asked Wendt and me whether we wanted to conduct such experiments.

Q. Did you accept or refuse this offer?

A. Both of us refused.

Q. Why did you refuse?

A. I personally primarily because I did not consider myself robust enough to conduct such 
experiments.



Q. Did you know that Dr. Rascher was going to make those high altitude experiments in Dachau?

A. It was discussed.

Q. You mean that it was known by various members of WELTZ's Institute that those experiments 
were going to be carried out by Dr. Rascher?

A. It was discussed in the Institute, whether such experiments were useful -- were expedient.

Q. But I asked you if it was known in the Institute that Rascher was going to carry out these 
experiments.

A. I believe so; yes.

Q. And you state that you refused the offer of WELTZ, to work on human beings in Dachau because
you were not ruthless enough; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. I take it that this means that you knew that brutality and ruthlessness would be required to do the 
work in Dachau?

A. Yes, An experiment involving a certain danger for the experimental subjects, of course, to a 
certain extent, ruthless, shall I say.

Q. Now witness, do you recall when this offer was made to you by WELTZ?

A. I cannot say exactly.

Q. Did you ever see RUFF, and do you know a man by the name of RUFF, who was the head of the 
Department for Aviation Medicine in the DVL in Berlin -- Siegfried RUFF?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you know a man by the name of Hans Wolfgang ROMBERG

A. Yes.

Q. Did you ever see these two non in WELTZ's Institute in Munich?

A. Yes.

Q. Will you describe to the Tribunal the occasion on which you saw these two men there?

A. A short time after we had refused to conduct the experiments, RUFF and ROMBERG appeared 
at the Institute. WENDT and I were in WELTZ's room, and WELTZ asked us to leave the room.

Q. Was it unusual for WELTZ to refuse you and WENDT admittance to conferences at the Institute?

A. Yes. That was something unusual.



Q. Do you know what was discussed between WELTZ and RUFF and ROMBERG, on the occasion
of their visit to WELTZ's Institute?

A. No; we were not informed.

Q. Do you know that RUFF and ROMBERG later worked in Dachau on these high altitude 
experiments with Dr. Rascher?

A. We know that; yes.

Q. Now I will ask you, witness, if you attended a certain conference on Aviation Medicine hold in 
the city of Nurnberg on the 26th and 27th of October, 1942?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you remember, on the occasion of that meeting, that a paper was read by a man by the name 
of HOLZLOEHNER?

A. HOLZLOEHNER -- yes, I remember that.

Q. And what was the subject of the paper which HOLZLOEHNER read?

A. The subject of the paper was experiments -- rather, experiences -- made on people whose body 
temperature had been greatly reduced by putting them in cold water.

Q. It was made clear at this conference by HOLZLOEHNER that experiments to study the effects 
of freezing had been made on living human beings?

A. Not the effects of freezing, but of general cooling.

Q. Did Rascher also have something to say at this meeting?

A. HOLZLOEHNER's report did not indicate that the experiments had been conducted on 
concentration camp inmates, and Rascher then rose and uttered a few sentences which indicated that
the experiments had been instigated at the special suggestion of Himmler.

Q And what did the statement that these experiments had been made with the support of the 
Reichsfuehrer SS Himmler, mean to you?

A. That is difficult to say, I believe that those present, on the whole, were quite impressed by this 
information.

Q. I will ask you if it was not understood at this meeting that these experiments had, in fact, been 
conducted on concentration camp inmates?

A. I cannot judge that with great certainty, but I believe that must have been clear for most of them.

Q. Was it not also made clear, by the talks of HOLZLOEHN and Rascher, that a number of the 
experimental subjects had been killed during the course of these experiments?

A. One could at least assume that had been the case because HOLZLOEHNER mentioned certain 
observations of heart failure among the experimental subjects.



Q. Wasn't an important part of the clinical picture given to you and the rest of the meeting by 
HOLZLOEHNER, concerned with the causes of death from cold?

A. I cannot recall that.

Q. But you do state that it could have been easily assumed that people have died during the course 
of these experiments?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, witness, I will ask you if, at a time after this meeting, you had a discussion with a certain 
army officer, concerning the freezing experiments in Dachau?

A. Yes.

Q. And what did this army officer tell you?

A. The man visited at our Institute in Munich, and we discussed some results of animal experiments
which I had conducted, and ho told no that it must be similar, or that it was similar with human 
beings. When I asked him how he know that, he told me that he had been in Dachau and that 
Rascher had demonstrated some experiments during that visit and had shown him what freezing to 
death looked like in human beings.

Q. In other words, it had been demonstrated to this army officer at Dachau, how people died from 
cold?

A. That was the impression that I had; yes.

Q. Do you remember the name of this army officer?

A. No.

Q. Now, witness, I will ask you if you have had a discussion with Becker-Freyseng since the end of 
the war, concerning the high altitude experiments in Dachau?

A. No.

Q. Did you not on one occasion see Becker-Freyseng in a prisoner of war camp?

A. I met him in Eibling, yes.

Q. And, did he tell you that Erhardt Milch knew all about the High Altitude Experiments conducted 
by Doctor Rascher in Dachau?

A. Becker-Freyseng told me that the Medical Inspectorate, that is, his office, in dealing with 
concentration camp experiments was by passed; and that the Medical Inspectorate frequently had to 
try to prevent disaster.

Q. Did not Becker-Freyseng tell you that Erhardt Milch knew about the High Altitude Experiments 
at Dachau?



A. I cannot remember that exactly.

Q. Did he say anything about Erhardt Milch?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did he say?

A. That Milch had negotiated directly with Himmler regarding the execution of such experiments 
without consulting the Medical Inspectorate.

Q. I will ask your witness whether or not High Altitude problems are a matter which concerns a 
department for the Aviation Medical Inspectorate of the Luftwaffe. That is an aviation medicine 
problem, is it not?

A. The High Altitude Experiments, yes, certainly.

Q. Is the same thing true of freezing problems?

A. Yes, certainly.

MR. MCHANEY: I have no further questions at this time, your Honour.


