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doctrines of the Gospel .·-it seems to follow, that 

Tho·mas Paine, though he might legally have impugned 

by argument the principles of tlze British Govern

rnent ,-yet could not, without being guiltg of a libel, 

defame and ridicule the very foundation of it, in the 
gross and indecent terms, which characterize the Se

cond Part of the Rights of .111an, for which A1r. 

Paine was indicted. !Ve conceive, therefore, that 

toe have the authority of Lord Erskine himself, to 

deny the application of his own unquestionable prin

ciples to thfJ support ef his argument, in the case of 

the Rights of Afan ; wltich we can only consider as 

the argument of an advocate, bound to give the best 

assistance to a client. 

It would be disgusting and indecent, to bring before 

tlte reader the matter contained in the .Age of Reaso,~, 

even as it appears in the terms of tlte Indictment ;

and the more so, a~ it is unnecessary to the under

standing the cas~. It is sufficient to sa.1/, that it was 

by no means an argumentatiz:e consideration ef the 

authority of the Old anr! J.Vew Testament ;-but an 

attach 'upon thf:ir authenticit.1/, in language the most 

shocking and opprobrious. Lord ErshiJ~e laid tll~ case 

before the Jury, ai follows. 
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SPEE. CH 

OF THE 

HON. T. ERSKINE, 

ON THE PROSECUTJO~ OF THE · 

PUBLISHER OF_ THE AGE OF REASON. 

GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY, 

1~HE charge of blasphemy, which is 

put upon the r~cord against the publisher of this 

pub~ication is not an accusation of the servants of 
~he Crown, . but come~ before you sanctioned by the 

oaths of ~ Grand Jury of the country. It stood for 
trial upon a former day; but it happening, as it 

frequently does, without any imputation upon the 
gentlotnen named in the pannel, that a sufficient 

~umber did npt appear to constitute a full Special 
Jury, I thought it my dt1ty to withdraw the cause 
from trial, till I could have the opportunity of ad\9 
dressing myself to you, who wer~ originally appointed 
to try it , 

I pursued this course, from no jealousy of the 

common Juries appointed by the laws for the ordinary 
~ervic~ of the C9urt, sirice my whqle life h~s beell 
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one continued experience of their virtues; but be

cause I thought it of great imp9rtance, that those 
who were to deci<le upon a cause so very momentous 

to the pn blic, should have the highest possible qua
]ifications for the decision ; that they should not 

only be 1nen q1pable frorn their educations of form

ing an enljghtened judgrnent, but that their situa

tions should 1?~ such as tq bring then1 within the full 

view of their country, to whi~h, in character and in 

cstiumtion, they were in their own turns to be re

sponsible. 

Not having the honour, Gentlemen, to be sworn 

for the King as one of his Counsel, it has fallen 

1nuch oftener to my lot to defend indictments for 
libels, than to ~ssist in the prosecution of them ; 

but I feel no embarrassment from that recollection. 

-l shall not be found to-day to- express a sentiment, 

or to utter an expression, inconsistent ,vith those in .. 

valunble principles for which I have unifonnly con

tended in the defence of others. Nothing that I 
have ever said, either professionally or personally," for 
the liberty of the press, do I 1nean to-day to contra~ 

diet or counteract. On the contrary, I desire to 
preface the very short discourse I have to make- to 

you, with reminding you, that it is your most so'"! 

le1nn duty to take care that it suffers no injury in 

your h~nds. A_ free and unlicensed press, iu, the 

just and legal sense of the exJ1ression, has led to all 

the blessings both of religion and government, which 

Great Britain or any part of the \Vorld at 111',i .mo~ · 
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ment enjoys, and it is calculated to advance mankind 

to still higher d~grees of civiliz~tion and happiness. 
-But this freedom, like every other, must be li-

1nited to be enjoyed, and, like every human advan:. 
tage, may be defeated by its abuse. 

Gentlernen, the Defendant stand$ indicted foi
having publish~d this book, which I have only read 

from the obligations of professional duty, and which 

I rose from the reading of with astonishment and 

disgust. Standing here \Vith all the privileges be

longing to the highest Counsel for the Crown, I 

shJ11 be entitled to rep1y to nny defence that shall be 
1nade for tbe publication. I shall ,vait with patience 

till I hear it. 
Indeed, if I were to anticipate the defence which 

I hear and read of, it would be defaming by antici.;.. 

pation the learned Counsel ,vho is to make it ;-since 

if I am to collect it, from a formal notice given to 

the Prosecutors in the course of the proceedings, I 

have to expect, that, instead of a defence conducted 

according to the rules and principles of English law, 
the foundation of :ill our laws, and the sanctions of 

-all justice, is to be struck at and insulted. \tVhat 

gives the Court its jurisdiction ?-\Vhat but the oath 

·which his Lordship, as ,vell as yourselves, have 

sworn upon the Gospel to fulfil? Yet in the K.ing's 

Court, where His Majesty is himself also sworn to 

administer the justice of England-in the King's 

Court-who receives his high authority under a sc

lemn oath to maintain the Christian religion, as it is 

5 
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promulgated by God in the Holy Scriptures, I mn 
nevertheless called upon as Counsel for the prosecu
tion to "produce a certain booh described in the In

" dictment to be THE HOLY BIBLE." No man de
serves to be upon the Rolls, who has dared, as an 

Attorney, to put his uame to such a notice. It is 
an insult to the authority and dignity of the Court 
of which he is an officer ; since it calls in question 
the Yery foundations of its jurisdiction. If this is 
to be the spirit and te1nper of the defence ;-if, as 
I collect from that arr~y of books which are spread 
upon the benches behind 1ue, this publication is to 
be vindicated by an attack of all the truths which 
the Christian religion promulgates to mankind, let 
it be remembered that such an argument was neither 
suggested nor justified by any thing said by me on 
the part of the prosecution. 

Jn this .$tage of the proceedings, I shall call for re.,. 
ference to the sacred Scriptures, not from their 
n1erits, unbounded as they are, but from their au
thorityr in a Christian country-not fro1n the obliga
tions of conscience, but fron1 the rules of law. For 
my own part, Gentlemen, I have been ever deeply 
devoted to the truths of Christianity ; and my firin 
belief in the Holy Gospel is by no means owing to 
the prejudices of education ( though I was religiously 
educated by the best of parents), hut h;is :irisen 
frorn the fnllest aud 1nost continued reflections of 
my riper years and understanding. It forms at this 
Jnomcnt the gre?t conso~ation of a life, which, as ~ 
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t,hadow, passes away ; and without it, I should 

consider 1ny.. loug course of health and prosperity 

(too long perhaps, and too uninterrupted to be good 
for any man) only as the dust which the wind scat

ters, and rather as a snare than as a blessing. 

Much, however, as I wish to support the autho

rity of Scripture from a reasoned consideration of it, 
I shall repress that subject for the present. But if the 

defence, as I ha\·e suspected, shall bring them at all 
into argument or question, I must then fulfil a duty 

which I owe not only to the Court, as Counsel for the 

prosecution, but to the public, and to the world,-to 

stat~ what I feel and know concerning the evidences 

of that religion, which is denied without being ex
mnined, and reviled without being understood. 

I atn well aware that by the comtnunications of a 

FREE PREss, all the errors of mankind, from nge to 

age, have bee11 dissipated and dispelled ; and I re

collect that the world, under the banners of re

formed Christianity, has struggled through persecu

tion to the noble eminence on which it stands at 

this mo1nent,-shedding the blessings of hun1anity 

and science upon the nations of the earth. 

It may be asked then, by \\'hat 1neans the Reform

ation would have been eflected, if the books of the 

Reforiners had been suppressed, and the errors of 

now exploded superstitions had been supported by 

the terrors of an unreformed state ? or how, upon 

such principles, any reformation, civil or religious, 

can in future be effected? The, solution is easy :-
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let us cxatnine what are the genuine principles 6f 
the liberty of the press, as they regard writings upori 

general subjects, unconnected with the personal re

putations of private men, which are wholly foreign 

to the present inquiry. T'hey are full of simplicity, 

and are brought as near perfection, by the law of 

Engla11el, as, perhaps, is attainable by any of the 

frail institutions of mankind. 

Although every comniunity must establish su

preme authorities; founded upon fixed principles, and 

must give high powers to magistrates to administer 

laws for the preservation of government., and f ot 

the security of those who are to be protected by it: 
.,___yet, as infallibility and perfectioh belong neithet 

to hu1nan individuals nor to human establishments, 

it ought to be the policy of all free nations, as it is 
most peculiarly the principle of our own, to pennit 

the most unbounded freedom of discussion, even td 

the detection of errors in the constitution of the 

-rery government itself; so as that com1non decorun1 

is observed, which every st~tc must exact from its 
.subjects, and which irnposes no restraint upon ~ny 
intellectual composition, fairly, honestly, and decently 

addressed to the consciences and understandings of 

1ncn. Upon tbi~ principle, I have an unqucstion .. 

able right-a right which the best. subjects have ex ... 

ercisc<l-to exan1ine the principles and structure o( 

the constitution, and by fair, manly -reasoning, to 

qne~tion the practice of its administtators. I have 
a right to consider and to point out errors ·in-the 61ie 
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or in the other ; and not merely to reaso~1 upon 

their existence, but to consider the means of their 
reformation. 

By such free, well-intentioned, modest, and dig
nified communication of senti1nents and opinions., 

all nations have been gradually i1nproved, and milder 

la\vs and purer religions have been established. The 

same principles, which vindicate civil controversies., 
honestly dir~cted, extend their protection to the 

sharpest contentio.ns on the subject of religious faiths. 
This rational and legal course of improvement was 

recognised and ratified by Lord Kenyon as tht law 

of England, in a late trial at Guildhall, where he 
looked back with gratitude to the labours of the Re-
formers, as the fountains of our religious emancipa-

~ion, and of the civil blessings that followed iu their 

train. The English constitution, indeed, does not 
stop short in the toleration of religious opinions, 

but liberally extends it to practice. It permits every 

man, EVEN PUBLICLY, to worship God according to 

his own conscience, though in marked dissent fro1n 
the national establishment,-so as he professes the 

general faith, which is the sanction of all our moral 

duties, a!1d the only pledge of our submission to th~ 

systen-1 which constitutes the state . ., 

, Is not this freedom of controversy, and freedom 

of worship, sufficient for all . the purposes of human 
happiness and improvement ?-Can it be necessary 

for either, that the law should hold out indemniti,· 
~ 

to those, ,vho wholly abjure and revile the govern-
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ment of their country, or the religion on which it 
rests for its foundation ? I expect to hear, in an

swer to what I am now saying, 1nnch that will of

fend 1ne. My learned friend, fro1n the difficnltie5 

of his situation, which I know, fro1n experience, 

:how to feel for very sincerely, 1nay be driv~n to ad

vance propositions which it may be 1ny duty, with 

1nnch freedom, to reply to ;-and the law will sanc
tion that freedom.-But will not the ends of justice 

be completely answered by my exercise of that right, 

in tenns that are decent, and calculated to expose its 

defects ?-Or will my argume:Rt £nffer, or will p11blic 

justice be impeded, because neither private honour 

and justice, nor public decorum, would endure my 
telling n1y very learned friend, because I differ from 

hi1n in opinion, that he isa fool,-a liar,-anda scoun

drel, in the face of the Court ? This is just the dis

tinction between a book of free legal controversy, 

and the book \\'hich I ain arraigning before you. 

Erery 1nan has a right to investigate, with decency, 

controversial points of the Christian religion ;-but 

no man, consistently with a law which only exists 

under its sanctions, has a right to deny its very ex

istence, an rl to pour forth such shocking and insult

ing invectives, as the lowest establishments in the 

gradations of ci,·ii a t!thority onght not to be sub
jected to, and wh ich soon would be borne do\vn by 

insolence and disobedience, if ~hey were. 

1'11e san1c pri nci pie pervades the whole system of 

the b\Y, not 111erely in its abstract theory, but in its 
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daily and most applauded practice. -The intercourse 
-between the sexes, \\'hich, properly regulated, 

not only conti"nues, bnt humanizes and adorns our 

natures, is the foundation of nll the thousand ro

mances, plays, and novels, which are in the hands 

of every body. Some of thern lead to the confirm;i

tion of erery virtuous principle ;-others, though 

with the same profession, address the imagination in 
a 1nanner to lead the passions into dangerous ex

cesses :-but though the law does not nicely discri

minate the various shades which distinguish these 

works from one another, so as to suflcr many to pass, 

through its liberal spirit, that upon principle ought 

to be suppressed, would it, or does it tol~rate, or 

does any decent man contend that it ought to pass 

by unpunished, libels of the most sba1neless obscenity, 

n1anifestly 'pointed to debauch innocence, and to 

blast and poison the 1norals of the rising generation? 

·Tbis is ·only another illustration to dc1nonstrate the 
obvious distinction between the work of an author, 

,vho foir]y exercises the powers of his mind, in in

vestigating the religion or govern1nent of any country, 

and hi1n who attacks the rational existence of every 

religion or government, nnd brands with absurdity 

and folly the state which sanctions, nnd the obedient 

tools who cherish the delusion . Bnt this publication 

appears to 1ne to be as cruel and mit:<~hievons in its 

effects, as it is manifestly illegal in its princip~es ; 

because it strikes at the best-sometin1e3, alas! the 

only refuge arid consolation amidst the distresses ¥1d 
YO-L. II , 0 
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afflictions of the world. 'Ihe poor and humble, 

whorr1 it affects to pity, 1nay be stabbed to the heart 

by it.-THEY have more occasion for firm hopes be

yond the grave, than the rich and prosperous, who 

have other comforts to rend~r life delightful. I can 

conceive a distressed but virtuous man, surrounded 

by his children, looking up tu hi1n for bread when 

he has none to give them ;-sinking under the last 
day's labour, and unequal to the next,-yet still, sup. 

ported by confidence in the hour when all tears shall 

be wiped from the eyes of affiiction, bearing the 

burden laid upon him by a 1nysterions Providence 

which he adores, and anticip~ting with exultation the 

reveale~l promises of his Creator, when he shnll be 

greater than the greatest, ancl h:1ppicr tlinn the hap

piest of mankind. \Vhat a change iu snch a rnind 

1nigb t be wrought by such a merciless publication!

Gentle1nen ! whether these remarks are the oyer. 

chqrged declamations of an accusing Counsel, or the 

just reflections of a man anxious for the public hap

piness, which is best secured by the 1norals of n na

tion , will be soon settled by nn appeal to the passages 

in the work, that are selected by the Indictment for 

your consideration an<l judgment. You nre at liberty 

to connect the1n with every context and sequel, and 

_to bestow upon them the mildest interpretation. 

[ Here lYlr. Ershine read and commented upon sez:eral 

of the selected passages, and then proceeded as fol

lows:] 
Gentlemen, it would be useless and disgusting to 
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enumerate the other passages within the scope of the 

Indictment. I-low any 111an can rationally vindicate 

the publication of such a book, in a country where 

the Christian religion is the very foundation of the 

law of the bnd, I a1n totally at a loss to conceive, 

and ha,·e no ideas for tbe discussion of. I-low is a 
tribunal, whose whole jurisdiction is founded upon 

the solemn belief and practice of what is here denied 

as falsehood, and reprobated as impiety, to deal with 

such an anomalous defence ?-Upon what principle 

is it even •offered to the Court, whose authority is 

contemned and tnocked at ?-If the religion pro

posed to be called in question, is not previously 

adopted iri belief and solemnly acted upon, ,yhat au

thority has the Court to pass any judg1nent at ail 

of acquittal or condeinnation ?-11\l hy afn I now, or 

upon any other occasion, to 6ubn1it to his Lordship's 

authority __ ?--vVhy a1n I now, or at ~my time, to ad

dress twelve of my equals, as I am now addressing 

yon, with reverence and submission ?-Under ,rhat 

sanction arc the witnesses to gi\·e their evidence, 

without which tbC:-re can be no trial ?-Under what 

oblig:ltions cnn I call upon you, the .Jnry rcpresc11ting 

your country, to aclininist<'r justice ?-Sureiy upon 

no other than that you are S\YORN -ro AD:\IIXISTEn 

IT UNDER THE OATHS you H.A. Y£ TAKEN. The 
whole judicial foLric, fron1 the I(ing's sovereign an

thori ty to the lo\•;est office of magistracy, has no 

other foundation. 'l'he whole i.1 bnilt, both in f0rm 

and substance, upon the same o::ith of evrry one of_ 
0 2, 
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its ministers to do justice, AS GOD SHALL HELP THEM 

HERB.AFTER. \'VHAT Gon? And ,vuAT HERE

AFTER? That God, undoubtedly, who has com-

1nanded Kings to rule, and Judges to decree justice; 
-who has said to witnesses, not only by the voice 

of nature, but in revealed command1nents - THOU 

SHALT NOT BEAR f' ALSE TESTI:-.IONY AGAINST THY 

NEIGHBOUR ;-3nd who has enforce<l obedience to 

them by the revelation of the unutternble blessings 

which shall attend their observance, and the awful 

punishments which shall await upon their transgrcs

s1ons. 
But it seems this is an AGE OF REASON, and the 

time and the person are at last arrived, that are to 

dissipate the errors which have overspread the past 
generations of ignorance. ,.The believers in Christi

anity are n1any, but it belongs to the few that are 

wise to correct their credulity. Belief is an act of 

r.eason, and superior reason may, therefore, dictate 

to the weak. In running the mind along the long 

list of sincere and devout Christians, I cannot help 

lamenting, that Newton had not lived to this day, to 

have had his shallowness filled up with this new flood 

of light.-Bnt the ~nbject is too awful for irony. I 
will speak plainly and directly. Newton was a Chri5tian ! 
-Newton, whose mind burst forth from the fetters 

fastened by nature upon our finite conceptions -
N ewton, whose science was truth, and the founda ... 

tion of whose knowledge of ~t was philosophy-not 

those visionary and arrogant p,t esumptions, which 
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too often usurp its name, but philosophy resting 
upon the basis of mathematics, which, like figures,. 
cannot lie-Newton, who carried the line and rule 
to the uttermost barriers of creation, and explored 
the principles by which all created matter exists, and is 
held together. But this extraordinary man, in the 
mighty reach of his mind, overlooked, perhaps, the 
errors, \vhich a minuter investigation of the created 
things on this earth might have taught hin1. ,vhat 
shall then be said of the great Mr. Boyle, who 
looked into the organic strncture of all matter, even 
to the inanimate substances which the foot treads 
upon ?-Such a 1nan may be supposed to have been 
equally qualified with Mr. Paine to look up through 
nature to nature's God. Yet the result of all Ids 
contemplations was the most confirmed and devout 
belief in all which the other hol<ls in conten1pt, as 
despicable and drivelling superstition.-But this error 
rnight, perhaps, arise from a want of due attention 
to the foundations of hurnan judgment, and the struc
ture of that understanding which God has given us 
for the investigation of truth.-Let that question be 
answered by Mr. Locke, who, to the highest pitch 
of devotion and adoration, was a Christian-Mr. 
Locke, whose office was to detect the errors of think
ing, by going up to the very fountains of thought, 
and to direct into the proper track of reasoning, the 
devious tnind of man, by showing hi1n its whole 
process, fron1 the first perceptions of sense to the 
last conclusions of ratiocination :-putting a rein 

o 3 
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upon false opinion, hy practical rules for the conduct 

of human jll<lgmcnt. 

Bnt these men, it rn~1y be said, ,vere only deep 

thinkers-, and li\'ed in thei r closets, unaccustomed 

to the traffic of the work}, and to the laws which 

practicnlly regulate mankind. Gentlemen ! in the 

p1acc where we now ~it to administer the justice of 

this great country, the 11ercr-to-be-forgottcn Sir 

1\,fatthew I-lale presid~cl ;-whose faith in Christianity 

is m1 exalted con1n1entary upon its truth and reason., 

.ind whose life w~s a glorious example of its fruits;

whose justice, drawn fro1n the pure fountain of the 

Christian dispensation, will he, in all nges, a subject 

of the highest reverence and ad1niration. But it is 

s:iid by the author, that the Christian fable is but the 

tale of the tnore ancicut superstitions of the world, 

and n1ay be e3sily detected by a proper understanding 

of the 1nyt.hologies of the I-Ieathcns.-J)id l\1ilton 

understand those 1nythologics ?-\Vas he less versed 

than l'v1r. Pnine in the superstitions of the world ?
N o,-they ,vere the subject of his immortal song; 

and though shut out fr01n all recurrence to thern, 

he poured the1n forth fro1n the stores of a n1e1nory 

rich with all that 1nan e\'er knew, and laid them in 
their order as th e i11ustration of real and exalted 

faith, the unquestionable source of that fervid ge .. 
nins, which has cast a kind of shade upon all the 

other works of n1an-
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He pass' d the bounds of flaming space, 

\Vhere Angels tremble while they gaze

He saw, -till, blasted with excess of light, 

He cl.;is.'d his eyes in endless night. 

199 

Bnt it was the light of the BODY only that was ex
tinguished: " The CELESTIAL LIGHT shone inward, 

" and enabled him to justify the ways of God to 

" rnan.''-The result of his thinking was neverthe
less not quite the same as the author's before us. 

rfhe mysterious incarnation of our blessed Saviour 

( which this work blasphemes in words so wholly 

unfit for the 1nouth of a Christian, or for the ear, of 

a Court of Justice, that I <lare not, and will not, 

giv€ them utterance) Milton made the!·grand cqnclu

sion of his Par ... 'ldise Lost, the rest from his finished 

labours, and the . ulti1nate hope, expectation, and. 
glory of the world. 

A Virgin is his l\iother, b.ut his Sire, 

The power of the Most High ;-he shall ascend 

The throne hereditary, and bound his reign 

\-Vith earth's wide bounds, his glory with the heav'ns. 

The i1nmortal poet having thris put into the mouth 
of the angel the prophecy of man;s redemption; 

follows it with that solemn and beautiful admonition, 

addressed in the Poem to our great first parent, but 

intended as an address to his posterity through all 

generations: 
O 4 
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Thii having learn'd, thou hast .'ltlain'd the sum 

Of wisdom ; hope no higherJ though nll the stars 

Thou kncw'st by name, and all th' cthere:tl pow'rs, 

All secrets of tbe deep, :.ill ~aaue's works, 

Or works of God in hcav'n, air, earth, or sra, 

And all the ri ciH.:s of this world enjoy\t, 
A nd 211 the rule, one empire; only add 

Deeds to thy knO\\'leLl;;e a11:,\\'ernblc, add faith, 

Add virtue, patienc~, fompcrnncc, add love, 

Ry name to come cnll'd Charity, the soul 

Of all the rest : then wilt thou not be loth 

To lca\·e this Paradise, but shall possess 

A Paradise within thee, happier far. 

Thus you find all that is great, or wise, or splen
did, or illustrious, atnongst created beings ;-all the 
minds gifted beyond or<linary nature, if not inspired 
by its universal Author for the ac!vancement and dig
nity of the world, though diYided by distant ages. 
and by clashing opinions, yet joining as it were in 
one subli1nc chorus, to celebrate the truths of Chris
tianity, and laying upon its holy altars the never
fading offerings of their i1n1nortal wisdotn. 

Against all this concun:ing testimony, we find 
5uddenly, fron1 the author of this book, that the 
Bible teaches nothing but " L1Es, OBSCENITY• 

" CRUELTY, and INJUSTICE •• , Had he ever read 

our Saviour's sermon on. the l\1ount, in which the ... 
great principles of our faith and duty are summed 

up ?-Let .us. all but read and practise it; and lies, 
obscenity, cruelty and injustice, and all human wic
kedness, will be banished fro1n the world ! 
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G-entle1nen, there is but one consideration more,. 

.which I cannot possibly omit, because I confess it , 
affects me very deeply. T'he author of this book 

has written largely on public liberty and government; 

and this last performance, which I am now prosecu-
t ing, has, on that account, been 1nore widely circu .. 

latccl, and principally a1nong those \vho attached 
themselves from principle to his former works. This 

circumstance renders a public attack ujJon all rei·ealed 

religion fro1n such a writer infinitely 1nore dangerous. 

The religious and 1ncral sense of the people of Great 

Britain is the great anchor, which alone can hold 

the vessel of the state amidst the storms which agi-

. tate the world ; and if the 1nass of the people were 

debauched from the principles of religion,-the true 

basis of that humanity, charity, nnd benevolence, 

which have been so long the national characteristic ; 

instead of mixing myself, as I sometimes ha\'e done, 
in political reformations,-! would retire to the ut

termost corners of the earth, to avoicl their agita

tion; and \Vould bear, not only the in1perfections 

and abuses complained of in our own wise establish

ment, but even the worst government that ever ex
isted in the world, rather than go to the work of 

reformation with a multitude set free from all the 

charities of Christianity, who had no other sense of 

God's existence, than was to be collected fro1n Mr. 

Paine's observation of nature, which the 1nass of 
mankind have no leisure to contemplate ;-which 

promises no future rewards, to ani1nate the good in 
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the glorious pursuit of hun1an happiness, nor pu

nishments to deter the \vicked fro1n destroying it 
even in its birth. The people of England are a reli

gious people, and, with the blessing of God, so far 

as it 1s in my pow~r, 1 will lend my aid to keep 

them so. 

I have no objections to the n1ost extended and 

free discussions upon doctrinal points of lhe Christian 

religion ; and though the law of England does not 

permit it, I do not dread the reasonings of Deists 

against the existence of Christianity itself, because, 

as was said by its divine Author, if it be of Goel it 

will stand. An intellectual book, however erro

neous, addressed to the intellectual ,vorld upon so 

profound and complicated a subject, can never work 
the mischief which this Indictment is calculated to 

repress. Such works will only incite the 1ninds of 

men enlightened by study, to a deeper investigation 

of a subject well worthy of their deepest and con

tinued conten1plation. The powers of the mind are 

given for human in1provement in the progress of hµ

rnan existence. T'he changes produced by such re

ciprocations of lights and intelligences are certain in 

tl1eir progressions, and make their way i1npercep

tibly, by the final and irresistible power of truth. If 

Christianity be founded in falsehood, let us become 

Deists in this 1nanner, and I am contented.-But 
this book has no such object, and·no such capacity: 

-it presents no arguments to the wise and enlight

ened. On the contrary, it treats the faith and opi-
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nions of the wisest with the most shockiug con

tempt, and stirs up men, without the advantages of 

learning, or sober thinking, to a total disbelief of 

every thing hitherto helcl sacred; and consequently 

to a rejection of all the Jnws and ordinances of the 

state, which stand only upon the. assumption of their 

truth. 

Gentlemen, I cannot conclude without expressing 

the deepest regret at all attacks upon the Christian 

religion by authors who profess to promote the civil 

liberties of the world. For under what other au

spices than Christianity have the lost and subverted 

liberties of mankind in fonner ages been re-asserted? 

-By what zeal, but the wann zeal of devout Chris

tians, have English liberties been redeemed and con

secrated ?-Under what other sanctions, eveu in our 

own days, haYe liberty and happiness been spreading 

to the uttennost corners of the earth ?-\iVhat work 

of civilization, what commonwealth of greatness, 

has this bald religion of nature ever established ?
We see., on the contrary, the nations that have no 

other light than that of nature to direct them, sunk 

in barbarism, or slaves to arbitrary governments; 

whilst, under the Christian dispensation, the great 

career of the world has been slowly, but clearly ad

vancing,-lighter at every step, fron1 the encourag

ing prophecies of the Gospel, and leading, I trust 

in the end, to universal and eternal happiness. Each 

~eneration of mankind can see but a few re,·olvin&!' 
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links of this mighty and mysterious chain ; but by 
doing our several duties in our allotted stations, we 

are sure that we are fulfilling the purposes of our 
existence. - You, I trust, will fulfil Youns this 

-day. 




