
But with regard to myself, every man within hearing at this moment, nay, the whole people of 
England, have been witnesses to the calumnious clamour that, by every art, has been raised and kept 
up against me: in every place where business or pleasure collect the public together, day after day 
my name and character have been the topics of injurious reflection. And for what?  only for not  
having shrunk from the discharge of a duty which no personal advantage recommended, and which 
a thousand difficulties repelled. But, gentlemen, I have no complaint to make, either against the 
printers of these libels, or even against their authors; the greater part of them, hurried perhaps away 
by honest prejudices, may have believed they were serving their country by rendering me the object 
of its suspicion and contempt; and if there had been amongst them others who have mixed in it from 
personal malice and unkindness, I thank God I can forgive them also.    
 
Little, indeed, did they know me, who thought that such calumnies would influence my conduct. I 
will for ever, at all hazards, assert the dignity, independence, and integrity of the English Bar, 
without which, impartial justice, the most valuable part of the English constitution, can have no 
existence. From the moment that any advocate can be permitted to say that he will or will not stand 
between the Crown and the subject arraigned in the court where he daily sits to practise, from that 
moment the liberties of England are at an end.  
 
If the advocate refuses to defend, from what he may think of the charge or of the defence, he 
assumes the character of the Judge ; nay he assumes it before the hour of judgment; and in 
proportion to his rank and reputation, puts the heavy influence of, perhaps, a mistaken opinion into 
the scale against the accused, in whose favour the benevolent principle of English law makes all 
presumptions, and which commands the very Judge to be his counsel. . 


