
The SoLICITOR-GENERAL,-May it please you, my Lord-Gentlemen of 
the Jury.-You are assembled here to-day to discharge a most solemn and 
important duty. You will have to decide whether the prisoner at the bar 
be guilty or not guilty of the awful crime with which he stands charged ; 
and I feel, gentlemen, that.I shall best discharge my duty to the Crown and 
to the public, on whose behalf I appear here to-day, if I proceed at once to 
state, as calmly and dispassionately as I can, all the facts aud circumstances 
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in Mrs. Dutton's house, Other persons at that time were acquaint�<l with 
the prisoner; these persons I will put into the witness box-person:; con
versant with his manners and habits, aR well as his landlady, in order that 
you may form an opinion whether or not the prisoner was a responsible 
agent at the time he committed the offence. On the other side, no doubt, 
evidence will be offered to prove his insanity; and certainly it is some con
solation to me, in the discharge of a·painful duty, to know that the interests 
of the prisoner will be most ably and powerfully attended to; but it will be 
your duty, and no doubt your desire also, to most attentively listen to the 
evidence on both sides, and to weigh the one against the other. What the 
precise nature or the details of the evidence on the part of the prisoner may 
be, I cannot say. I know not the exact nature of it, nor its extent; but 
when it is adduced, you will say, upon that evidence, are you or are you not 
satisfied that the prisoner was, at the time he committed this crime, a respon• 
sible agent, that he did know right from wrong, and that he was aware of 
the consequences of t�e act which he committed? If you think he was 
not, he ought to be acquitted. If that should be the result of the evidence, 
he will be entitled to your acquittal. But if it fall short of that, if you think 
he was a responsible agent, I need not say to you that public justice requires 
a different verdict. It is a painful duty, gentleJJ1en, but it is a duty which 
must be faithfully discharged; and I am perfectly satisfied that when you 
have heard the witnesse�, when you have maturely deliberated upon and 
considered the evidence, your verdict will be one of justice between the 
public and the prisoner. 
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