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that a sober legislature, when the common rights 
of humanity seem to be beaten into their last en
trenchment, and to make their last stand,-I trust 
in God, a successful one,-in the British empire, 
would choose exactly that awful crisis for destroy
ing the most vital principles of common justice 
and liberty, or of showing to these nations, that 
their treasure and their blood were to be wasted 
in struggling for the noble privilege of holding the 
right of freedom, of habitation, and of country, at 
the courtesy of every little irritable officer of state, 
or of our worshipful Rivets, and Bells� and Meclli
cots, and their trusty and well-beloved cousins and 
catch poles. 

But, my lords, even if the prosecutor should 
succeed, which for the honour and character of 
Ireland I trust he cannot, in wringing from the 
bench an admission that all offences whatsoever 
are within this act, be will have only commenced 
his honourable cause-he will only have arrived at 
the vestibule of atrocity. He has now to show 
that Mr. Johnson is within the description of a 
malefactor, making his escape into Ireland, whereby 
his offence may remain unpunished, and liable to 
be arrested under a warrant endorsed in that place 
whither or where such person escape, go into, re
side, or be. For this inquiry you must refer to the 
23d and 24th of George II. The first of these, 
23d, cap. 11, recites the mischief, "that persons 
against whom warrants are granted, escape into 
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other countries, and thereby avoid being punished." 
The enacting part then gives the remedy: "the 
justice .for the place into which such person shall 
have gone or. escaped, shall endorse the original 
warrant, and the person accused shall thereunder 
be sent to the justice who granted it, to be by him 
dealt \vith," &c. 

If words can be plain, these words are so� they 
extend to persons actually committing crimes within 
a jurisdiction, and actually escaping into some other, 
after warrant granted, and thereby avoiding trial. 
In this act there were found two defects: first, it 
did not comprehend persons changing their abode 
before warrant i.ssued, and whose removing, as not 
being a direct :flight from pursuit, could scarcely 
be called an escape; secondly, it did not give the 
second justice a power to bail. And here you 
see how essential to justice it was deemed, that 
the person arrested should be bailed on the spot 
and at the moment of arrest, if the charge was 
bailable. 

Accordingly, the 24th of George II., cap. 55, was 
made : after reciting the f orn1er act, and the class 
of offenders thereby described, namely, actual of
fenders actually escaping, it recites, that ••whereas, 
such offenders may reside, or be in some other 
county before the warrant granted, and without 
escaping or going out of the county after such a 
warrant granted;" it then enacts, "that the justice 
for such place where such person shall escape, go 






































































